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Information about Special Educational Needs and Disability 
(SEND) at The Sandon School  

 

Aiming Higher Together  

The Sandon School believes in equality of opportunity and considers issues of diversity so that 
every student, so far as possible, realises their full potential. The school believes that every 
learner has an entitlement to be offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant 
curriculum. The school works in partnership with parents and/or carers who play an active and 
valued role in their child’s education. It also respects the views of students, principally, though 
not solely, via its School Council.   

SEND provision at the school  

Children and young people with SEND are those who have a learning difficulty or disability 
which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A learning difficulty or 
disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same 
age. Special educational provision means educational or training provision that is additional to, 
or different from, that made generally for others of the same age in a mainstream setting in 
England. For students with SEND and an EHCP, parents have the right to request a particular 
school. The local authority’s responsibility with regard to parental preference is detailed in the 
SEND Code of Practice, from Section 9.78.  

Identification and assessment of students with special educational needs  

For students with SEND joining the school, we will work closely with their previous school. The 
school’s assessment and progress tracking systems will inform the identification of students 
with SEND. Subject Leaders, together with the Pastoral and Learning Support teams where 
appropriate, will implement and monitor the impact of appropriate interventions. Partnership with 
parents and/or carers, and the local authority specialist services, where appropriate, will be 
sought as part of ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ systems (which the Essex local authority refers to 
as one planning.  

Provision for students with special educational needs and how the school evaluates its 
effectiveness   

We are committed to meeting the needs of all students in our school and subscribe to the 
values detailed in the SEND Code of Practice - namely, high quality teaching that is 
differentiated and personalised will meet the individual needs of the majority of children and 
young people. For students with SEND, we will use our best endeavours to ensure that special 
educational provision is made for those who need it. Special educational provision is 
underpinned by high quality teaching and is compromised by anything less.  For students with 
SEND, there will be reasonable adjustments to address any disadvantages experienced and 
any barriers to accessing the taught curriculum.  

The effectiveness of provision for students with SEND is evaluated through a number of 
processes that include: the school’s lesson observation practices; ongoing assessment of 
student progress; attendance and behaviour records; feedback from stakeholders as part of 
‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ cycles and EHCP Annual Review processes.  

Teaching students with SEND and assessing and reviewing their progress  

High quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised will meet the individual needs of the 
majority of children and young people. For students with SEND, we will use our best 
endeavours to ensure that special educational provision is made for those who need it. Special 
educational provision is underpinned by high quality teaching and is compromised by anything 
less.  For students with SEND, there will be reasonable adjustments to address any 
disadvantages experienced and any barriers to accessing the taught curriculum.  
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If progress is not in line with expectations despite high quality interventions, with consent from 
parents and/or carers, advice will be sought from external agencies regarding strategies to best 
meet the specific needs of a student. For a very small number of students whose needs are 
significant and complex, and the SEN Support required to meet their needs cannot reasonably 
be provided from within the School’s own resources, a request will be made to the local 
authority to conduct an assessment of education, health and care needs.  

Adaptations and additional support for students with SEND  

Teachers plan using students’ attainment and achievement levels, adapting teaching to ensure 
progress for all students. For students identified with SEND, there will be further adaptations to 
the curriculum and teaching environment to reduce barriers to learning and enable access to 
the curriculum more easily. These adaptations may include strategies suggested by the Special 
Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) and/or external specialists. Where appropriate, 
students may be provided with specialised equipment or resources such as ICT and/or 
additional adult help.  

We are committed to the values and ethos of the Teachers’ Standards and SEND Code of 
Practice that every teacher is a teacher of SEND, and every leader is a leader of SEND, and 
our continuing professional development programmes in school reflect this. We work closely 
with the local authority, specifically the Psychology and Inclusion Service, to keep up to date 
with evidence based pedagogical practice to maintain standards of high quality classroom 
teaching and also to gain access to specialist expertise and equipment when this is required.  

Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to enable all children to 
participate in all school activities. The school is committed to ensuring that that no child with 
SEND is excluded from any school provided activity.  

Support available for improving emotional, mental and social wellbeing  

The school offers a wide range of pastoral support for all students, including those with SEND. 
This includes robust RSHE and personal development programmes that aim to provide students 
with the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to enhance their emotional, mental and 
social knowledge and wellbeing. Student and parent and/or carer voice mechanisms are in 
place. Individual and small group evidence-based interventions to support students’ well-being 
are provided for targeted students and groups.  

The SENCO  

Helen Newman, Deputy Headteacher – telephone 01245 473611.   

Arrangements for consulting students with SEND and their parents and/or carers about, 
and involving them in, their education  

We value students’ own views about their educational provision and will always seek their 
perspective on their needs and how they may be met in school. Students’ views are always 
sought in ‘Assess, Plan Do, Review’ cycles and they are encouraged to input into the 
information shared with classroom teachers about what works best for their learning.  

We also value working in partnership with parents and/or carers and will always seek their 
perspective on their child’s needs and how they may be met in school. Parent and/or carer 
views are always sought in ‘Assess, Plan Do, Review’ cycles and they are encouraged to input 
into the information shared with classroom teachers about what works best for their child’s 
learning.  
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Supporting students with SEND through transition  

There are transition programmes in place for students joining the school which provide a 
number of opportunities for students and their parents and/or carers to meet staff. These 
opportunities are further enhanced for students with SEND; for example, the Head of Year 7 
and the SENCO work closely with primary schools in the local area to share salient information. 
For transition between key stages, for students with an EHCP, the Annual Review process 
allows us to work with parents and/or carers to facilitate any appropriate amendments to the 
Plan outcomes relative to a change of key stage. Accompanied visits to other providers may be 
arranged as appropriate - for example, at the end of key stage 4 - in order to ensure a smooth 
transition.  

Other Support for parents and/or carers of students with SEND  

Support for parents and/or carers of students with SEND is available from the Family Support 
and Community SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS). Details of how to 
contact them are available at:   

http://www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/listing/send-information-advice-and-support-service/  

  

The local authority’s local offer  

Details of Essex Local Authority’s local offer are available at:  

http://www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/  
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