
 

AIMING HIGHER TOGETHER 

KS3 Curriculum Map for Religious Education   

Year 7 

Learning rationale 

The aim of the Year 7 curriculum is to provide the initial starting point of the learning journey that will be 

built and developed over the course of their studies. The primary focus of this year is on the idea of core 

beliefs, both in terms of students’ own beliefs and key religious beliefs. Units of study will provide 

students with the key knowledge around religious beliefs, responses to big questions in the world and 

places of worship. This acquisition of core knowledge of the six major world faiths (Christianity, Islam, 

Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism, Buddhism) provides the initial building blocks that will be developed in 

subsequent years. Students begin to think critically and philosophically by considering the idea of ‘big 

questions’ as well as how individuals and groups such as religion have had an impact on the world 

around them. 

Topic summary 

Year 7 Curriculum map Cross curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

 

My Identity 

• What is identity? 

• Why are beliefs important for identity? 

• How and why is identity different? 

• What makes up British Identity and British Values? 
 

Health and wellbeing 

Teaching focused on RSHE curriculum: 

• Mental and emotional health 

• Physical health 

• Healthy relationships 

• Informed choices with media 

• Legal drugs – impact and law 

• Personal finance 

 

 

History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICT, Food 
Technology, 

Science, 

Mathematics 

 

 

Year 8 – 
Freedom of 
Belief 

 

Year 9 – 
Equality  

 

Year 8 and 9 – 
Health and 
wellbeing 

 

KS4 – Personal 
Development 
Programme 
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Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum of Beliefs 

• What do you know about religion and belief? 

• Key knowledge of the beliefs and practices of the six 
major world faiths represented in this country 
(Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, Buddhism, 
Sikhism) 

 

Big Ideas 

• What are big ideas and how do we explore them? 

• What do Muslims learn from Hajj? 

• Why do Buddhist meditate? 

• How can religion be creative? 

• What big stories are used in religion? 

• Why is food important in religion? 
 

Holy Places 

• What are holy places are why are they important? 

• What places are holy for Christians? 

• What places are holy for Muslims? 

• What places are holy for Judaism? 

• What places are holy for Sikhism? 

• What places are holy for Buddhism? 

• What places are holy for Hinduism? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art, Music, 
English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

 

Year 8 – My 
Community 

Year 9 – Is 
religion 
misunderstood? 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and Paper 3  

 

Year 8 – 
Philosophy of 
Religion 

Year 9 – Ethics 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and Paper 3 

 

 

 

Year 8 – 
Freedom of 
Belief 

Year 9 – Is 
religion 
misunderstood? 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and Paper 3 

 

Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

 

Superheroes and Supervillains 

• What makes a superhero or supervillain? 

• How can you stand up for your beliefs? 

• Is violence ever justified? 

• How have superheroes protected people and stood 
up for their beliefs? 

• How can you be a superhero? 
 

What is..? 

• What is God like? 

• What is the belief of different religions about God? 

• What is atheism and humanism? 

• What is the answer to big questions about our 
world? 

 

History 

 

Year 8 – 
Freedom of 
Belief 

Year 9 – Human 
Rights 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 – 
Philosophy of 
Religion 

Year 8 – 
Religion and 
Science 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and Paper 3 

 

Assessment process 
• Every unit has an associated ‘checkpoint’ approximately once per half term. These will take a 

variety of formats including short essay questions, creative pieces, individual and group projects. 
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This will be marked by the classroom teacher in relation to the specific skills that are being 

targeted in the checkpoint. Checkpoints contain clear criteria to help students in understanding 

their current progress and next steps 

• Lesson tasks will be linked to the same skills to help students understand their current progress 

outside of completing checkpoint activities 

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons 

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place with teacher guidance 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback 

Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

• ICT as part of independent research and group activities 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons  

• Encourage debate with your child around the moral and ethical issues that arise in lessons 

• Encourage your child to stay informed about current issues, and specifically issues to do with 

religion and morality in the news 

• Take your child to places of interest eg museums, churches, places of worship 

• Seek support online from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 
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Year 8 

Learning Rationale 

Students build upon the fundamental ideas and knowledge they have acquired during Year 7. Students 

are introduced to the idea of religious values, as they further develop their understanding of how core 

beliefs can have an impact on an individual's worldview. The intention is for students to see that beliefs 

by themselves are important, but also what they ‘look like’ in response to real world issues such as 

religious freedom and the dynamic between religious and scientific worldviews. Students are further 

challenged to become philosophical and critical thinkers, both through completion of a unit of study on 

the Philosophy of Religion, and the ongoing analysis of different religious concepts and beliefs.  

Topic summary 

Year 8 Curriculum map Cross curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

 

My Community 

• Why are communities and social action important? 

• Is Britain a Christian country? 

• What does jihad actually mean? 

• Do we have genuine religious tolerance? 

• How easy is it to be selfless? 

• Is it important to be socially aware? 

• How do Hindus treat the world? 
 

Health and wellbeing 

Teaching focused on RSHE curriculum: 

• Dealing with emotions 

• Physical risks to health 

• Personal health 

• Things that affect different types of relationships 

• Informed choices online 

• Consequences of drugs (legal and illegal) 

• Personal finance 

 

 

English, History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICT, Food 
Technology, 

Science, 

Mathematics 

 

 

Year 9 – Is 
religion 
misunderstood? 

GCSE – Paper 
2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 and 9 – 
Health and 
wellbeing 

 

KS4 – Personal 
Development 
Programme 

 

Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

 

Freedom of Belief 

• What are religious values? 

• What are worldviews and why are they important? 

• What are the worldviews of different religions? 

• Why is freedom of belief important? 
 

Philosophy of Religion 

• What is Philosophy? 

• How do you think like a philosopher? 

• How can you argue for God’s existence? 

• Is God involved in the world? 

• Does the idea of God make sense? 

• How do people argue against God’s existence? 

  

Year 9 – 
Equality 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and Paper 3 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 – Ethics 

GCSE – Paper 
3 
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Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

 

Philosophy of Religion (continued) 

 

 

Religion and Science 

• What does it mean for belief to be literal and 
metaphorical? 

• What do religions belief about creation? 

• How do religion and science interact with each 
other? 

• Do religion and science conflict or co-exist? 

  

 

 

 

GCSE – Paper 
3 

Assessment process 
• Every unit has an associated ‘checkpoint’ approximately once per half term. These will take a 

variety of formats including short essay questions, creative pieces, individual and group projects. 

This will be marked by the classroom teacher in relation to the specific skills that are being 

targeted in the checkpoint. Checkpoints contained clear criteria to help students in understanding 

their current progress and next steps 

• Lesson tasks will be linked to the same skills to help students understand their current progress 

outside of completing checkpoint activities 

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons 

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place with teacher guidance 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback  

Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

• ICT as part of independent research and group activities 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons 

• Encourage debate with your child around the moral and ethical issues that arise in lessons 

• Encourage your child to stay informed about current issues, and specifically issues to do with 

religion and morality in the news 

• Take your child to places of interest eg museums, churches, places of worship 

• Seek support online from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 
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Year 9 

Learning Rationale 

Students further develop their understanding of religious values and the expression of religious practices 

in relation a range of real-world issues. With topics such as human rights and the big questions of 

equality and whether religion is misunderstood, students are encouraged to see the big picture of religion 

in the modern world. Students will further develop their philosophical and critical thinking skills through a 

unit of study on ethics, that poses meaningful and thought-provoking questions for students to engage 

with. At the end of this key stage 3 learning journey, students are fully prepared to develop this 

understanding further of the beliefs, practices, and values of religion through GCSE Religious Studies. 

Topic summary 

Year 9 Curriculum map Cross curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

Ethics 

• What is ethics, ethical dilemmas and ethical 
decisions? 

• When does life begin? 

• When does life end? 

• Why do we punish people? 

• Is war ever acceptable? 

• What is social justice? 

• What is 21st century ethics? 

• Should religion influence personal ethics? 
 

Health and wellbeing 

Teaching focused on RSHE curriculum: 

• Managing emotional health 

• Serious risks to physical health 

• Healthy relationships 

• Roles and responsibilities in relationships 

• How can the media be used negatively? 

• What impacts choices with drugs (legal and illegal)? 

• Finances in the world of work 

 

History, ICT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICT, Food 
Technology, 

Science, 

Mathematics 

 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and 3 

KS4 – Personal 
Development 
Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS4 – Personal 
Development 
Programme 

 

Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

 

Is religion misunderstood? 

• What are values, worldviews and religious practices? 

• Does religion oppress women? 

• What food rules do religions have? 

• Are religious rules on clothing understood? 

• Religious role models 

• Does religion lead to war? 

• Is religion open to all? 

• What does 21st century religion look like? 
 

Human Rights 

• What is the story of human rights? 

• What are the challenges for human rights? 

• How are human rights protected? 

• What does religion teach about human rights? 

• Should animals have the same rights? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and 3 

KS4 – Personal 
Development 
Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE – Paper 
3 
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• Should we have total freedom of expression? 

• Should you lose the right to life? 

• How are human rights exploited? 

• Do we value the right to education? 

• Are human rights truly international? 

 

History, 
Geography 

 

Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Rights (continued) 

Equality 

• What is equality? 

• What is religious tolerance and religious freedom? 

• What does religion teach about equality? 

• What things can challenge equality? 

• How can we stand up for equality? 
 

My Country  

• How significant is religion in the UK? 

• How is the UK run? 

• How important is it to stand up for moral values? 

• How do elections work? 

 

 

 

History 

 

 

 

GCSE – Paper 
3 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE – Paper 
2 and 3 

 

Assessment process 
• Every unit has an associated ‘checkpoint’ approximately once per half term. These will take a 

variety of formats including short essay questions, creative pieces, individual and group projects. 

This will be marked by the classroom teacher in relation to the specific skills that are being 

targeted in the checkpoint. Checkpoints contained clear criteria to help students in understanding 

their current progress and next steps 

• Lesson tasks will be linked to the same skills to help students understand their current progress 

outside of completing checkpoint activities 

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place with teacher guidance 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback  

Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

• ICT as part of independent research and group activities 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons 

• Encourage debate with your child around the moral and ethical issues that arise in lessons 

• Encourage your child to stay informed about current issues, and specifically issues to do with 

religion and morality in the news 

• Take your child to places of interest eg museums, churches, places of worship 

• Seek support online from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 


