
 

AIMING HIGHER TOGETHER 

KS3 Curriculum Map for Mathematics   

Year 7 

Learning rationale 

In Year 7 History lessons our aim is to engage and inspire our youngest of historians. We aspire to 

create curious minds. We understand that History has been delivered in many varying ways in key stage 

2, often in topic form and in disparate points of a year and so for many of our students the jump to key 

stage 3 History is significant. To bridge the gap we begin their learning journey in 1066 and then take 

them on a chronological voyage through medieval worlds. The key focus of Year 7 is for the students to 

understand that power, money and religion were guiding and competing factors of the medieval world. 

The students will form their own viewpoints on intriguing questions such as “who was the most powerful 

medieval monarch?” or “was the Black Death truly a medieval disaster?” The students will develop an 

awareness of key historical concepts such as change and continuity and significance whilst 

understanding that the medieval world has been interpreted in many ways. We want our students to be 

creative, to challenge, to analyse and to enjoy this purposeful learning environment. 

Topic summary 

Year 
7 

Curriculum map Cross 
curricular links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

Factor POWER: An investigation into The Norman 
Conquest 1066: 

• What was England like before 1066? 

• What was the significance of the death of 
Edward the Confessor? 

• How was the Battle of Hastings fought? 

• Why did William the Conqueror win? 

• Life in Norman England- focus on crime and 
punishment.  

 

Factor RELIGION and POWER. An investigation 
into Becket and Henry II. 

• Why was the Church so important in Medieval 
people’s lives? 

• Why was the Church so powerful? 

• Was the Church corrupt? 

• Why was the Archbishop of Canterbury 
murdered? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious 
Education 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Tudors 

GCSE Paper 1 
and 2 
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Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

Factor RELIGION, MONEY and POWER: An 
investigation into The Crusades  

• What were the Crusades? 

• Why would you want to go to Jerusalem? 

• Did the Crusades change the Holy Land? 

• Were there any benefits to a Crusade? 
 

An investigation into Medieval Monarchs:  

• Who was the most successful Medieval 
monarch?  

• Case Study: King John (links to Crusades-stretch 
and challenge thinking point-can we have more 
sympathy for John as Richard was on Crusade? 

• Focus on Magna Carta  

• Case Study: Edward I-England’s relationship 
with Wales and Scotland  

• How powerful were Medieval monarchs? 

• Case Study-Matilda and Eleanor. How important 
were Medieval queens? 

• Interpretations of King John 

 

Religious 
Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

An investigation into the Black Death 1348 

• What was the Black Death? 

• How did the Black Death Spread? 

• Was 1348 the end of the world? 

• Was the Black Death a Medieval disaster? 
 

An investigation into the Peasants’ Revolt  

• Why did the peasants want to revolt? 

• How did they grow in numbers? 

• How did King Richard II regain control? 
 

An investigation into migration  

• What is migration? 

• Why did medieval people migrate to England?-
Flemish, Huguenots 

• Wider world Migration through time 

• Did all migrants experience the same 
treatment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

 

 

A Level Paper 
1 

 

Year 9 Term 2 
and 3 

Assessment process 
• Students will be assessed through a ‘check point’ approximately once a half term. This will be 

marked by the classroom teacher. Every checkpoint is matched to a particular skill (change and 

continuity, causation, significance, interpretations and source work and knowledge acquisition). 

Every checkpoint has a clear mastery descriptor to support the student in understanding their 

next steps.  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback 
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Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons  

• Take your child to places of historical interest eg castles 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 
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Year 8 

Learning Rationale 

In Year 8 History lessons our aim is to stretch the students beyond the foundations of Year 7. We want 

the students to make links between the medieval period and assess how far society has progressed 

when we enter the later middle ages to the early modern period. The students will grapple with the 

revolutionary religious changes of this period as well as analysing the social upheaval of civil war and the 

industrial age. As we journey beyond c1700 the students gain an in-depth insight into Britain’s role in the 

wider world assessing the value of Empire. The historical skills established in Year 7, change and 

continuity, causation and significance, will be built upon as well as a development in students’ concept of 

empathy as they begin to understand slavery. We want our students to be creative, to challenge, to 

analyse and to enjoy this purposeful learning environment. 

Topic summary 

Year 8 Curriculum map Cross curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

An investigation into The Reformation; the religious roller 
coaster 

• Henry VIII and his ‘Great Matter’ 

• Role of anti clericalism and closure of the 
monasteries in the annulment 

• Edward I and his move towards Protestantism 

• ‘Bloody Mary’ and the return to Catholicism 

• Elizabeth I and her religious settlement  

• The Gun Powder plot 

• Enter the Stuarts 
 

An investigation into the English Civil War 

• What was the English Civil War and how was it 
fought? 

• Why was King Charles executed in 1642? 

• Oliver Cromwell and Puritan England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 2 

Year 7 Term 2 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

A Level 
coursework 

Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

An investigation: The World Turned Upside Down 

• Life in Puritan England - why did we want to 
restore the monarchy? Why were Kings back in 
fashion by 1660? 

• Witchcraft-Matthew Hopkins-a serial killer? 
Essex links  

• The plague of 1665-impact 

• The Great Fire of London 1666 

• Renaissance/enlightenment and the Royal 
Society 

 

An investigation into Britain’s role in the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade  

• What was the trade triangle? 

• Life in the Middle Passage 

• The Auction 

• Life on a Plantation 

• Abolition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

 

 

 

A Level Paper 3 

A Level Paper 1 

Term 
3 

 

An investigation into The British Empire - can we ever 
justify the existence of Britain’s empire?  

• How vast was the British Empire? 

 

 

A Level Paper 3 

Year 9 Term 1 
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• Case study: India and Australia  

• What did Britain gain from having an empire? 

• What countries acquired their independence and 
why? 

• Who benefitted from Empire? 
 

An investigation into Victorian London. How did the 
conditions in London facilitate Jack the Ripper to commit 
his crimes? 

• Industrial London - jobs, work, lifestyle, poverty, 
immigration, socialism 

• Crimes in London 

• Establishment of the police and their limitations  

• Did the Industrial Revolution bring only progress 
and improvement? 

 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level Paper 3 

Year 8 Term 2 
and 3 are inter-
related.  

Year 9 Term 1 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

Assessment process 
• Students will be assessed through a ‘check point’ approximately once a half term. This will be 

marked by the classroom teacher. Every checkpoint is matched to a particular skill (change and 

continuity, causation, significance, interpretations and source work and knowledge acquisition). 

Every checkpoint has a clear mastery descriptor to support the student in understanding their 

next steps  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons 

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback  

Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they have 

learnt in lessons 

• Take your child to places of historical interest eg castles 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 
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Year 9 

Learning Rationale 

Year 9 History is a popular curriculum in key stage 3. The students will build on their chronological 

understanding established in Year 7 and 8 to take them through to the present day. Students will analyse 

how Britain has become the country it is today starting with the turning point of World War One. Students 

will understand how warfare has shaped the modern world and changed ideologies. The historical skills 

already established: change and continuity, causation and significance will be built upon as well as a 

development in the students’ concept of empathy. We want our students to be creative, to challenge, to 

analyse and to enjoy this purposeful learning environment. Students in Year 9 will have the opportunity 

to select GCSE History as part of their Options and as part of the EBacc qualification.  

Topic summary 

Year 9 Curriculum map Cross curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

An investigation into The First World War 1914-1918 

 

• Why was WW1 a WORLD war? 

• European dynamics - Franco-Prussian War 
1872 and link to the Boer War and Haldane’s 
reforms - how ready were the British to fight the 
Germans? 

• Why did the First World War start in 1914? 

• How was WW1 fought? Trench warfare and 
technology 

• Case study; General Haig and Battle of the 
Somme 

• Propaganda and recruitment 

• The Home Front 

 

 

English 

Drama 

 

 

A Level Paper 1, 

Paper 3 and 
Coursework 

 

Year 8 Term 3 

 

 

GCSE Paper 1 

 

 

 

Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

An investigation into the significance of changing 
ideologies of the 20th Century 

Feminism: 

• Why did women secure the vote in 1918? 

• Role of WW1, Suffragettes and Suffragists  
 

Communism: 

• Why did the Romanov dynasty end in 1917? 

• What is communism? 
 

Fascism 

• Armistice and TOV 

• Rise of the inter war dictators - Stalin and 
Mussolini 

• Case study-rise of the Nazis  
 

International Cooperation 

• Treaty of Versailles 

• League of Nations  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level Paper 1 

 

 

A Level Paper 3 

 

GCSE Paper 3 

 

GCSE Paper 3 

A Level Paper 1 
and Coursework 
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An investigation into 20th Century Turning Points 

• Dunkirk 

• D Day  

• Dropping of the Atomic Bomb 

• Destruction of the Jews 
 

Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

Continuing investigation into the Holocaust 

Was Britain a fairer society after 1945? 

• Atlee’s Labour – a New Jerusalem? 

• NHS 

• Immigration and its impact 

• Experience of Women 

• Experience of teenagers 

• Experience of LGBTQ+ Community 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Term 3 

 

 

A Level Paper 1 
and Coursework 

Assessment process 
• Students will be assessed through a ‘check point’ approximately once a half term. This will be 

marked by the classroom teacher. Every checkpoint is matched to a particular skill (change and 

continuity, causation, significance, interpretations and source work and knowledge acquisition). 

Every checkpoint has a clear mastery descriptor to support the student in understanding their 

next steps 

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback 

Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons 

• Take your child to places of historical interest eg castles 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 


