
 

AIMING HIGHER TOGETHER 

KS3 Curriculum Map for Geography   

Year 7 

Learning rationale 

In Year 7 Geography lessons, our aim is to engage and inspire students into the “Wonders of the World”. 

We want students to develop enquiring minds that can reason with ideas to make decisions and 

judgements.  Geography is delivered in many varying ways prior to coming into The Sandon School. To 

bridge the gap, we begin with defining what Geography is and then focusing on important key skills that 

will be needed through their journey at Sandon.  We want students to have a keen sense of place from 

the local to global level. After this, students move into specific topics that cover human, physical and 

environmental content. Students will have to be able to locate places, case studies and landforms. They 

will be able to explain processes and use specific geographical terminology in topics such as cold 

environments. Students will be able to link the theory of geography to real world events and see the 

connections between human and physical geography.  Each unit will pose discussions and ask students 

to make justified decisions and opinions.  

Topic summary 

Year 7 Curriculum map Cross 
curricular links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

Where are we? 

What is Geography? What is physical, human, and 
environmental geography?  

Can students use an Atlas to locate human and physical 
geography of the world, Europe, UK, and Essex (local-
regional-national-global scales)?  

 

Can students use a variety of skills such as longitude 
and latitude, satellite images, photographs, themed 
maps in locating places and making judgements?   

OS Map skills  

Can students use a variety of OS map skills such as 
symbols, grid references, scale, directions, spot heights, 
contour lines? 

Can students describe map locations and describe 
routes in specific detail?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics  

 

 

 

 

GCSE and A 
level Geography 
– sense of 
places 

(KS3, 4 and 5) 

 

GCSE skills – 
paper 1, 2 and 3 

 

Year 8 Coasts 
unit 

 

Year 7 Cold 
lands 
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Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

Cold lands 
What are the different types and locations of cold lands?  
 
Why are regions of the world hot and cold? 
 
Can students construct and interpret climate graphs?  
 
What are the various landscapes and landforms found 
within cold environments? 
 
How are plants and animals adapted to the cold 
environment? 
 
What are the challenges and opportunities of living in 
cold environments?  How successful are humans in 
managing cold environments?  
 
Urbanisation 
What are urban areas?  
 
What is urbanisation and its causes?  
What is the urban landscapes and patterns of land use?   
 
What are some the key issues being faced living in 
urban areas?  
 
What is urban sustainability, and can it be achieved? 

Science 

 

Mathematics 

Year 13 – Water 
and carbon 
Cycle 

 

Year 11 – 
Atmosphere 

 

Year 10 – 
GCSE unit. The 
Living World 

 

Year 9 – 
Climate Change 

 

Year 12 – 
Changing 
Places 

 

 

Year 10 – Urban 
issues and 
challenges 

Year 9 
International 
development 

Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

Africa 

What are the key human and physical characteristics of 
Africa?  

Can students construct and interpret climate graphs from 
a distinct location in Africa?  
 
What are the key biomes of Africa? 
 

Can students describe and explain the contrasts in 
people, culture, economy, and history of Africa? 

What is Africa like today? 

Kenya: Tourism in Africa. Is it good or bad for Kenya?  

 

History 

 

Science 

 

Mathematics 

Year 13 - 
Population and 
Environment, 
Global Systems 
and 
Development 

 

Year 11- 
Changing 
Economic World 

Year 10 – The 
Living World 

Year 7 – 
Urbanisation  

Assessment process 
• Students will be assessed approximately once a half term. This will be marked by the classroom 

teacher. Every assessment has a clear mastery descriptor to support the student in 

understanding their next steps.  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons.  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback.  
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Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons 

• Take your child to places of geographical interest eg Lake District, Cornwall, The Olympic Village, 

Stratford 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 
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Year 8 

Learning Rationale 

In Year 8 the aim is to build upon the skills and knowledge obtained in Year 7. The Extreme weather unit 

looks to introduce the fundamentals on meteorology, provide opportunities for local fieldwork and 

examine extreme weather events and their possible impacts. Other units focus on global issues such as 

TNCs and whether globalisation is a good thing or not. In examining coasts students get the opportunity 

to view the UK landscape, explain landforms and see the need for coastal protection from sea level rise 

and erosion. In this unit OS map skills are revisited and embedded further. The World of Oceans 

examines the global importance of goods and services of marine environments. The key threats are 

investigated where global governance is assessed on how effective it is at containing the consequences. 

The last topic students look at is the people, history, culture, and environment of Asia. Students discuss 

the recent rise of Asian economies and their impact on the geopolitics of the world.  

Topic summary 

Year 8 Curriculum map Cross 
curricular links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

Extreme Weather 
What is weather and climate and the atmosphere?  How 
is weather measured?  
 
Why does it rain? UK focus.  
 
What is the atmospheric global circulation?  
 
What are tropical storms?  Why are their impacts so 
potentially dangerous? 
 
Can humans effectively manage the impacts of tropical 
storms? 
 
What is desertification and its consequences, and can it 
be successfully managed?  
 
Globalisation 
What is globalisation? What are TNCs?  
 
How has employment and industry changed over time 
and in the world?  
 
Nike: What are the impacts of TNCs?  
 
To what extent is globalisation good or bad for the 
world?  

Science 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economics 

 

History 

Year 12/13 – 
Hazards, Water, 
and carbon 
Cycle, 
Population, and 
environment 

Year 11 – 
Natural Hazards 

Year 9 – Middle 
East 

Year 8 - Asia 

Year 7 – Africa 

 

 

Year 12/13 – 
Changing 
Places, Global 
Systems  

Year 11 – 
Changing 
Economic World 

Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

Coasts 
 
What is the coastline and why is it important?  
 
What are the key landforms and how are they formed? 
What are the key processes involved?  
 
Why does our coastline need to be protected?  
How effective has coastal management been on the 
Holderness coastline, UK?  
 
The World of Oceans 
 
Why are the world’s oceans important?  

Science  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

Year12 - 
Coastal systems  

Year 10 – UK 
coastal 
landscapes 

Year 7- map 
skills 
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What are coral reef ecosystems and why do they need 
protecting?  
 
What are the key threats to the world’s oceans 
(overfishing, plastics, bleaching, industrial pollution, 
global warming)?  
 
What is global governance, and can it help our world’s 
oceans?  

 

Year 13 – 
Global 
Governance 

Year 10 – The 
Living World  

Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

Asia/China 

What are the key human and physical characteristics of 
Asia? 

Can students construct and interpret climate graphs from 
a distinct location in Asia?  
 
What are the key biomes of Asia? 
 

Can students describe and explain the contrasts in 
people, culture, economy, and history of Asia? 

What is Asia like today?  

What is the physical/human geography of China?  

What is the history of China?  

Why is Shenzhen a megacity? 

Is China the next Superpower?  

 

 

History 

Science 

Mathematics 

 

Year 13 – Water 
and carbon 
cycle, Global 
systems, 
Population and 
environment 

Year 11 – 
Changing 
Economic World 

Year 10 – The 
Living World  

 

 

Assessment process 
• Students will be assessed approximately once a half term. This will be marked by the classroom 

teacher. Every assessment has a clear mastery descriptor to support the student in 

understanding their next steps  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback 

Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons  

• Take your child to places of geographical interest eg Swanage Bay, Natural History Museum, 

Science Museum 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy  
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Year 9 

Learning Rationale 

Year 9 Geography begins with looking at the geological history of the world, the earth’s structure and 

how scientists think the lithosphere moves. Students will explain the processes that move the giant 

plates, create destructive and constructive boundaries along with volcanoes, mountains, and deep-sea 

trenches. Students will investigate the causes of volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and investigate the 

magnitude and range of impacts. After this, students go onto look at the Development Gap between rich 

and poor. Here the complex physical, human, and political reasons are analysed. Students will look at a 

variety of issues caused in a range of places. Students will evaluate the various attempts to reduce 

global poverty. The Middle East unit looks at the physical and human geography of the region but 

investigates the history, the rich resources of the area and conflict that exists. The final unit looks at the 

big issue of climate change. Students will study the possible causes, the evidence, the potential impacts 

and see if humanity can adapt or mitigate this future threat. Students in Year 9 will have the opportunity 

to select GCSE Geography as part of their Options and as part of the EBacc qualification 

Topic summary 

Year 9 Curriculum map Cross 
curricular links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

Term 
1 

 

 

 

 

The Restless Earth: Earthquakes 
What is the structure of the Earth and how do we know? 
What is the study of plate-tectonics?  
 
What are constructive, destructive, and conservative 
plate boundaries?  
What are earthquakes? What causes them what are 
their impacts?  
 
Can we protect ourselves from earthquakes?  
 
Why was the Asian Tsunami – 2004 so destructive?  
 
Volcanoes 
What are volcanoes? What is the typical structure of a 
volcano?  
 
What are the causes and impacts of eruption?  
 
Why do so many people live near volcanoes?   
Can we deal with the impacts of volcanic eruptions? 
 
What would happen if a super volcano erupted?   

 

Science  

 

Mathematics 

Year 12 – 
Hazards 

 

Year 11- Natural 
Hazards 

Term 
2 

 

 

 

 

International Development 
What is development and how can it be measured? 
 
What is the Development Gap? 
 
What are the causes of the Development Gap? 
 
What are the issues of poverty, and can the solutions be 
effective?  
 
Can we end poverty? 
 
Middle East 
What is the human and physical geography of the Middle 
East?  
 

 

History 

Economics 

Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

History 

Science 

Year 13 – 
Global systems, 
Population and 
environment 

 

Year 11 – 
Changing 
Economic World  

 

 

Year 13 – 
Global systems, 
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Can students construct and interpret climate graphs from 
a distinct location in the Middle East?  
 
What are the key biomes of the Middle East? 
 

Can students describe and explain the contrasts in 
people, culture, economy and history of Asia? 

What are the Challenges and conflicts in the Middle 
East?  

Mathematics 

 

 

Population and 
environment 

 

 

Year 11 – 
Changing 
Economic World  

Term 
3 

 

 

 

 

Climate change 
What is climate change and what is the evidence that it 
has changed? 

What are the human causes of the enhanced 
greenhouse effect?  

What are the natural causes of climate change?  

What will be the possible impacts of climate change?  

Can we adapt to the changes? Can we stop or reduce 
global warming?  

 

Science 

Mathematics 

Year 12/13 – 
Coastal 
systems, Water 
and Carbon 
cycle, Global 
systems and 
governance  

 

Year 11 – 
Natural Hazards 

Assessment process 
• Students will be assessed approximately once a half term. This will be marked by the classroom 

teacher. Every assessment has a clear mastery descriptor to support the student in 

understanding their next steps  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons 

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback  

Resources used in school 
• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

Advice to support home learning 
• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain what they 

have learnt in lessons.  

• Take your child to places of geographical interest eg Swanage Bay, Natural History Museum, 

Science Museum 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy 


