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KS3 Curriculum Map for French   

Year 7 

Learning rationale 

Our year 7 Scheme of Work is driven by the need to focus on three main bodies of knowledge (phonics, 
vocabulary and grammar) and provide ample meaningful practice. Students will learn to use the present 
tense with regular and key irregular verbs. They will be taught a range of basics, including numbers, 
days, months, time, opinions and reasons in order to confidently talk about themselves and others in 
detail. The focus in lessons is to encourage students to feel comfortable using the target language as 
much as possible using sentence builders and structure strips for support. All students will also engage 
in cultural activities to foster an understanding of francophone culture.  

Topic summary 

Year 7 Curriculum map Cross curricular 
links 

Progression links 
to future years 

Term 1 In the classroom 
Students learn to describe what is in their bags 
Instructions 
 
Personal information 
Students learn how to introduce themselves and 
develop their speaking skills with emphasis on 
pronunciation. 
 
Physical description 
Students learn how to use adjectives and 
connectives 
 
Poem Au Marché des Sorcières – Jacques 
Charpentreau 
Students are introduced to French poetry 
 
Family and animals 
Students learn how to use opinions 
 
Christmas 
Students learn about Christmas traditions in 
France, including songs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English: 
introduction to 
poetry 
Art: visual 
interpretation of 
the poem 
 
Drama: 
storytelling – 
role plays 
 
Music: 
Christmas 
carols 

Links to use of 
adjectives 
 
Links to 
imperative - Year 
8 Direction topic 
 
 
 
Links to future 
Descriptions 
units studied in 8 
and 9  
 
Links to Year 8 
and 9 French 
poetry 
 
Links to 
grammatical 
structures 
(opinions and 
reasons) studied 
in Year 8 and 9 

Term 2 Food and Drink 
Students learn how to describe their meals, 
using opinions and reasons and create a French 
recipe.  
 
At school 
Students study the theme of education by 
exploring the French educational system 
(subjects, timetables…) 
 
 
Study of a film: Les Choristes 
Students revise the topics studied in term 1 and 
2 through the film study 

 
Food tech: 
recipe writing 
 
English: non-
fiction writing on 
the theme of 
food 
 
 
 
Film Studies: 
characterisation 

 
Links to Year 8 
Healthy living 
and daily routine 
topics – GCSE 
topic 
 
Links to the 
education topic 
studied in Year 9 
– GCSE topic 

Term 3 Free time 
Students learn to describe and give opinions 
and reasons on sports and activities. They 
develop their knowledge of negative structures 
and use the present tense with all pronouns.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Links to the 
healthy living 
topic studied in 
Year 8 and 9 – 
GCSE topic 
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Paris  
Students will explore a range of videos, texts 
and films based around the theme of Paris and 
its main landmarks.  
 

History: 
exploring Paris’s 
historical 
context.  
Geography: the 
River Seine 

Assessment process 
The assessments are based on the topics learnt in class and focus on the reading, speaking, writing and 

listening skills. Instructions are provided in English for each task. These assessments will take place 

once every half term.  

There will also be regular vocabulary tests.  

Resources used in school 
• A Tantôt 

• Linguascope 

• French films 

• French songs 

• Online videos 

Advice to support home learning 
Students can use the Quizlet website to practise their vocabulary. They also have access to A Tantôt 

and Linguascope websites.  
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Year 8 

Learning Rationale 

Year 8 French curriculum is mainly based on prior learning. Students will learn to understand shorter and 

longer passages on familiar themes and learn to use the present tense of regular and irregular verbs 

They will learn how to describe a future trip, using the near future. This relates to the Year 8 residential 

trip to France that students attend in the summer term.  

Topic summary 

Year 8 Curriculum map Cross curricular 
links 

Progression links 
to future years 

Term 1 Friends and Family 
Students learn to describe friends and family 
members and what clothes they are wearing 
 
Daily routine 
Students learn how to talk about their routine 
and carry on developing their speaking skills 
with emphasis on pronunciation. 
       
 
Poem :  La soupe de la sorcière – Jacques 
Charpentreau 
Students explore a range of poems linked to the 
theme of “witches” to develop their vocabulary 
knowledge and reading skills.  
 
Film study: Le Petit Nicolas 
Students describe the characters, using specific 
grammatical structures (adjectives and adverbs) 
and vocabulary learnt in the first term and in 
Year 7.  

 
 
 
 
Drama: 
storytelling – 
role plays 
 
 
 
English: poetry 
Art: visual 
interpretation of 
the poem 
 
 
Film studies: 
characterisation, 
plot 

Links to Year 9 
grammar 
structures– place 
of adjectives in 
sentences and 
description unit 
 
 
 
 
 
Links to Year 9 
French poetry 
 
 
 

Term 2 At school 
Students learn how to talk about their school 
and compare it to a French school. They 
describe their classrooms, canteen, clubs and 
routine, using opinions and reasons.  
 
Keeping Healthy   
Students learn to describe their 
healthy/unhealthy habits in the present and near 
future tenses (food, sport, activities) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Food tech: 
healthy food 
 
 

 
 
Links to the 
education topic 
studied in Year 9 
 
 
Links to Year 9 
Healthy living 
and daily routine 
topics – GCSE 
topics 

Term 3 Where I live      
Students learn to talk about their house and their 
town and give directions in the present and 
future tense.  
They learn how to order food and drink in a 
French café. 
       
Le Parc Astérix      
Students revise the topics taught in term 3: 
directions, places in town, food and drink when 
learning about Le Parc Astérix.  
 
Astérix et Obélix 
Cultural awareness: Students learn about 
Astérix and Obélix and their creators Uderzo 
and Goscinny - film study 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography – 
using a map 
 
 
English – Comic 
strips 

 
Links to the 
holiday topic 
studied in Year 9 
– GCSE topic 
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Assessment process 
The assessments are based on the topics learnt in class and focus on the reading, speaking, writing and 

listening skills. Instructions are provided in English for each task. These assessments will take place 

once every half term.  

There will also be regular vocabulary tests and speaking practice.  

Resources used in school 
• A Tantôt 

• Linguascope 

• The Language Gym 

• French films 

• French songs 

• Online videos 

• BBC bitesize KS3 

Advice to support home learning 
Students can use the Quizlet and Linguascope websites to practise their vocabulary. They also have 

access to A Tantôt, BBC Bitesize KS3 and the Language Gym websites to focus on grammar structures 

and tenses  
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Year 9 

Learning Rationale 

We provide students with opportunities to master the four skill areas of Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. Students are regularly afforded opportunities to learn and work from memory to ensure they are 
fully prepared for the demands of KS4. 

Topic summary 

Year 9 Curriculum map Cross 
curricular links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

Term 1 Holidays       
Students learn to talk about holidays and 
activities in a foreign country, including 
places in town, food and drink and 
transport, using opinions and reasons in the 
present, perfect and future tenses. 
 
Winter in Québec 
Students learn about a francophone region 
and its festivals, Le Carnaval d’Hiver. They 
learn how to book a hotel (conditional, time 
phrases)         

 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography - 
weather 
 

 
Links to the 
holiday GCSE 
topic 
 
 
Links to 
Festivals topic - 
GCSE 

Term 2 French History – La Révolution française 
Students learn about the French Revolution. 
The grammatical focus is on tenses: perfect 
tense and imperfect tense. They learn to 
describe historical figures in detail, giving 
opinions and reasons.  
 
Part 1: Le château de Versailles 
Students revise vocabulary linked to rooms 
in the house, directions and numbers. They 
learn to describe Versailles. 
 
Part 2: Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette 
Students describe the King’s routine and 
make their own portraits of Louis XVI and 
Marie Antoinette.  
 
Part 3: La Révolution 
Students practise their reading, translating 
and listening skills, using authentic material. 

 
 
History: 
French 
revolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food tech: 
Food and 
Drink in the 
18th century 
 
Art: historical 
paintings - 
Romanticism 

 
 
 
 
Links to 
Description 
topic - GCSE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links to 
GCSE’s 
reading, 
translation and 
listening skills 
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Term 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My free time         
1.Activities: 
Students use time phrases and a variety of 
tenses to describe their free time.  
 
2. Mobile technology: 
Students talk about mobile technology (pros 
and cons). They learn how to make 
comparisons with French speaking 
countries.   
 
French History – l’Occupation 1940-1944 
Students learn about WW2 in France 
through the study of the film Un Sac de 
Billes. They learn about the life of Jewish 
people in France during the war. The focus 
is on writing skills: narrating events, 
describing in detail and giving reasons.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History: WW2 
in France 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Links to the 
GCSE topic of 
Free Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links to skills 
needed at 
GCSE level: 
narrating and 
describing. 
 

Assessment process 
Formal assessments will consist of a familiar format that gradually introduce GCSE-style activities in 

order to familiarise students with answering questions and instructions in the target language and they 

will address GCSE assessment objectives. Assessments will take place once a half term and will be 

based on the topics learnt in class with a focus on speaking, reading, listening and writing skills.  

Resources used in school 
• A Tantôt 

• Linguascope 

• The Language Gym 

• French films and series 

• French songs 

• Online videos 

• BBC bitesize KS3 

Advice to support home learning 
Students can use the Quizlet website to practise their vocabulary. They also have access to A Tantôt, 

the Language Gym and BBC bitesize websites to practise their grammatical structures and tenses.  

 


