
 

AIMING HIGHER TOGETHER 

KS3 Curriculum Map for English   

Year 7 

Learning rationale 

During Year 7, students will be immersed in a range of engaging and exciting literature that aims to 
spark their interest and ignite a passion for the subject of English. Students will be exploring a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction texts and analyse how a writer communicates messages through linguistic 
devices. Students will have a number of opportunities to respond creatively and personally to reading 
material, developing their personal opinions and responses to texts and wider ideas. Expressing these 
opinions, with clarity, through spoken language skills will be embedded throughout the year. 

Topic summary 

Year 7 Curriculum map Cross curricular links Progression links to 
future years 

Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 

 

 

 

 

Science Fiction Short Stories 

How can imagined worlds help us to explore 
issues in contemporary society? 

Students will be introduced to a range of different 
science fiction short stories. 

Poetry 

How can poetry help us to express our feelings? 

Students will be reading a variety of emotive poems 
from poets throughout time. 

Drama – Dramatic 
performance of the 
stories and plays 

Science – Project 
designing own planet 
and life form 

History – exploring 
the historical context 
in which stories are 
set 

ICT – Research 
authors/era/context 

History: Exploring the 
historical context of 
poems 

Links to future eYar 8 
short story unit 
exploring the Gothic 
genre and Year 9 
short story unit 
exploring the theme of 
relationships 
 
Links to future Poetry 
units studied in the 
remainder of KS3 and 
KS4 

Modern Novel 

How do novels explore what it means to be 
human? 

You will read a novel which will then be connected to 
poetry, 19th century extracts and multimedia clips. 

 

Drama – Dramatic 
performances of texts 
studied if possible 

History – Links to the 
historical contexts in 
which stories are set 

Art – visual 
representation of the 
character 

ICT – Research 
authors/era/context 

Links to future units 
exploring modern 
novels in Year 8 and 
9 

Non-Fiction 

What makes me ‘me’? 

You will be introduced to a range of different nonfiction 
texts on the topic of identity. 

Shakespeare 

What types of power are there in society? 

You will be exploring the theme of power in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream  

Art – visual 
representations of 
identity 

RS – Research 
different cultures and 
identities 

ICT- Homework task 
based on The Globe 
or the front cover of 
some short stories 

Links to future non-
fiction units studied in 
Year 8 and 9 

 

 

Links to future 
Shakespeare unit in 
Year 9 
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History – research the 
historical context in 
which Shakespeare 
wrote 

 

Assessment process 
• Students will complete a range of reading style assessments throughout the year. Each will be 

based around a text they have studied and explored. Students will be assessed on their personal 

responses, comprehension and analytical skills 

• Students will complete a range of writing assessments including non-fiction and fiction writing 

• Students will develop and improve their speaking and listening skills with a number of 

opportunities being embedded into the schemes of work that they study 

Resources used in school 
• Students have a range of modern novels, short stories and non-fiction extracts available to them 

for class study 

• Students have the use of the school library that supports them with their accelerated reader 

programme. Accelerated reader encourages reading and is proven to boost comprehension and 

reading age 

• Students have access to computers in the Atlas centre to support learning and research 

• Students have the opportunity of a range of different extra-curricular activities within the English 

department. These include trips, such as The Globe Theatre; visits from theatre companies 

performing plays such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream; lunch clubs such as creative writing club, 

reporter club and book club 

• Students have the use of computers that support them with Bedrock Learning. Bedrock learning 

helps to develop vocabulary and comprehension of words 

Advice to support home learning 
• Reading at home with your child is one of the most valuable activities you can do in order to 

encourage learning. Ask your child about what they are reading and what is happening in their 

book, or even read the same book as them  

• Punctuation is always a weak area for students as they become more focused on the content of 

their work. There are a number of websites and activities that you can use to enhance 

punctuation use, such as BBC Bitesize 

• Spelling can be encouraged at home using a number of fun methods such as Scrabble 

• Checking your child’s English book regularly and discussing the topics that are being covered 

can be a huge motivational boost for students  

• Monitoring homework via SMHW and helping your child to prioritise and organise can be 

invaluable, not only in English but in all subjects 
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Year 8 

Learning Rationale 

During Year 8, students continue to build on their prior learning, extending their skills across different 

topics. 

Topics continue to be taught in the same order across all classes, with depth and support as appropriate. 

Topic summary 

Year 8 Curriculum map Cross curricular links Progression links to 
future years 

Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 

 

 

 

 

Non-Fiction Writing 

How can we improve the world in which we live? 

You will be introduced to a range of different nonfiction 
texts on the topic of the environment 

Contemporary Play 

How can poetry help us to express our feelings? 

You will be reading a variety of emotive poems from 
poets throughout time. 

Geography – 
research about global 
warming and the 
climate crisis 

Science – explore 
ideas about how we 
can change our world 
for the better 

Art – visual 
representation of the 
world now and 
predictions of what it 
may look like in the 
future 

History – Research 
the author’s life and 
the context of the text 

Drama – 
performances of the 
play including staging 

Links to non-fiction 
writing unit in Year 9 
in preparation for 
GCSE English 
Language paper 
requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links to Year 9 drama 
unit and studying a 
modern text at GCSE. 

Gothic short stories 

How can gothic stories represent humanity’s 
fears? 

You will be introduced to a range of different gothic 
short stories. 

Poetry 

What can poetry teach us about culture and 
identity? 

You will be reading a variety of cultural poems from 
poets throughout time 

 

Art – Gothic drawings 
and models 

History – research the 
Gothic. When and 
why it was popular 

 

ICT – Design front 
covers for the short 
stories we read 

History – research the 
author and the 
context in which they 
grew up. Research 
what influenced the 
writer from the era 
they lived 

Links to Year 9 short 
story unit 

 

 

 

 

Links to Year 9 poetry 
unit and preparation 
for poetry study at 
GCSE 

Modern Novel 

How do novels explore relationships? 

You will read a novel which will then be connected to 
poetry, 19th extracts and multimedia clips. 

Drama – novel can be 
written and performed 
as a play 

Art – visual 
representation of the 
character 

Links to Year 9 
modern novel unit and 
preparation for GCSE 
full text study 
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ICT – Research 
authors/era/context 

Assessment process 
• Students will complete a range of reading style assessments throughout the year. Each will be 

based around a text they have studied and explored. Students will be assessed on their personal 

responses, comprehension and analytical skills 

• Students will complete a range of writing assessments including non-fiction and fiction writing 

where they will be assessed on their spelling, punctuation, and language choices 

• Students will develop and improve their speaking and listening skills with a number of 

opportunities being embedded into the schemes of work which they study 

Resources used in school 
• Students have a range of modern novels, short stories and non-fiction extracts available to them 

for class study 

• Students have the use of the school library that supports them with their accelerated reader 

programme. Accelerated reader encourages reading and is proven to boost comprehension and 

reading age 

• Students have access to computers in the Atlas Centre to support learning and research 

• Students have the opportunity of a range of different extra-curricular activities to take part in 

within the English department. These range from school trips such as a residential trip to 

Stratford-Upon-Avon, visits from authors and poets and lunch clubs including creative writing 

club, reporter club and book club 

• Students have the use of computers that support them with Bedrock Learning. Bedrock learning 

helps to develop vocabulary and comprehension of words  

Advice to support home learning 
• Reading at home with your child is one of the most valuable activities you can do in order to 

encourage learning. Ask your child about what they are reading and what is happening in their 

book, or even read the same book as them  

• Punctuation is always a weak area for students as they become more focused on the content of 

their work. There are a number of websites and activities that you can use to enhance 

punctuation use, such as BBC Bitesize 

• Spelling can be encouraged at home using a number of fun methods such as Scrabble 

• Checking your child’s English book regularly and discussing the topics that are being covered 

can be a huge motivational boost for students 

• Monitoring homework and helping your child to prioritise and organise can be invaluable, not only 

in English but in all subjects 
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Year 9 

Learning Rationale 

Year 9 has been designed to build students’ cultural capital, develop students’ vocabulary and ability to 

read confidently. This will lay the foundations for their GCSE study of English Literature and Language. 

Whilst the units have been designed with the GCSEs in mind, they have also been designed to engage 

and to broaden the students’ knowledge base before they come to study their Literature texts in Year 10. 

A similarly engaging and exciting approach has been taken as for the other units; students study a 

variety of interesting topic material taught in a creative way, which is all linked to a range of themes, 

wider ideas and texts whilst also building confidence with the skills required in the next step of their 

educational journey. 

Topic summary 

Year 9 Curriculum map Cross curricular links Progression links to future 
years 

Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 

 

 

 

 

The Modern Novel 

Can we change how people outcast 
from society are treated? 

You will read a novel which will then 
be connected to poetry, 19th extracts 
and multimedia clips. 

Drama – dramatic 
performance of novel or play 
adaptation 

Art – visual representation of 
character, setting or key 
scene 

History – research historical 
context of a writer or story. 

 
 
Links to the modern novel 
component of the English 
Literature GCSE. 

Shakespeare 

Has our attitude towards power in 
relationships changed over time? 

You will exploring the theme of 
relationships in Much Ado About 
Nothing 

Non-fiction Writing 

Should animals be treated like 
humans? 

You will be introduced to a range of 
different non-fiction texts on the topic 
of the animals. 

ICT – research project on 
Shakespeare’s life and the 
time in which he lived 

Media – create a short film or 
advert for a modern-day 
version of the play 

Media – create an advert 
/short film against animal 
cruelty 

History – research the history 
of zoos and animals in 
captivity 

RS – research different 
cultures links to animals. 

Links to Shakespeare 
component of the English 
Literature GCSE. 

 

 

Links to English Language 
GCSE paper 2. 

Poetry 

How can poetry explore disturbed 
minds? 

You will be reading a variety of poems 
on the theme of mental challenges 

Short Stories 

Can short stories capture the 
complexity of relationships? 

You will be introduced to a range of 
different short stories exploring the 
theme of relationships. 

Drama – performances or 
freeze frames of poems 

Art – visual representations 
of lines of poetry or poems 
themselves 

 

History – research into the 
historical influences that 
affected authors’ stories. 

Links to Poetry component of 
English Literature GCSE. 

 

 

 

Links to English Language 
GCSE paper 1. 



 

AIMING HIGHER TOGETHER 

Assessment process 
• Students will complete a range of reading style assessments throughout the year. Each will be 

based around a text they have studied and explored. Students will be assessed on their personal 

responses, comprehension and analytical skills 

• Students will complete a range of writing assessments including non-fiction and fiction writing 

where they will be assessed on their spelling, punctuation and language choices 

• Students will develop and improve their speaking and listening skills with a number of 

opportunities being embedded into the schemes of work which they study 

Resources used in school 
• Students have a range of modern novels, short stories and non-fiction extracts available to them 

for class study 

• Students have access to computers in the Atlas Centre to support learning and research 

• Students have the opportunity of a range of different extra-curricular activities to take part in 

within the English department. These including school trips to Colchester Zoo, visits from theatre 

companies, authors and public speaking workshops; lunch clubs such as creative writing club, 

reporter club and book club 

Advice to support home learning 
• Reading at home with your child is one of the most valuable activities you can do in order to 

encourage learning. Ask your child about what they are reading and what is happening in their 

book, or even read the same book as them 

• Punctuation is always a weak area for students as they become more focused on the content of 

their work. There are a number of websites and activities that you can use to enhance 

punctuation use, such as BBC Bitesize 

• Spelling can be encouraged at home using a number of fun methods such as Scrabble 

• Checking your child’s English book regularly and discussing the topics that are being covered 

can be a huge motivational boost for students 

• Monitoring homework and helping your child to prioritise and organise can be invaluable, not only 

in English but in all subjects 


